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To the Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal
Church:
Having reviewed complaints from twelve adult communicants in good standing
resident in the Diocese of South Carolina and two priests canonically resident in
that Diocese, the Disciplinary Board for Bishops, by majority vote of all of its
members, certifies to you under Canon IV.16(A) that the Right Reverend Mark J.
Lawrence, Bishop of South Carolina, has abandoned The Episcopal Church by an
open renunciation of the Discipline of the Church. With this Certificate, the
Disciplinary Board for Bishops states that the following acts or declarations show
such abandonment:
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT
1. On January 26, 2008, the Right Reverend Mark J. Lawrence was ordained a
Bishop of this Church having jurisdiction in the Diocese of South Carolina. When he
was ordained, he subscribed and made the following declaration in the presence of
the ordaining Bishops and congregation: “I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to
salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the doctrine, discipline, and
worship of The Episcopal Church.” (Book of Common Prayer, page 513; Constitution
of The Episcopal Church, art. VIII; Canon III.11.8.) Bishop Lawrence had already
made the same ordination vow on August 2, 1980, when he was ordained a Deacon
of this Church, and again on July 18, 1981, when he was ordained a Priest of this
Church.
2. When he was ordained Bishop, he also made a vow to “guard the faith, unity,
and discipline of the Church.” (Book of Common Prayer, page 518.)
3. The Discipline of the Church is found in the Constitution and Canons of The
Episcopal Church and in the Rubrics and Ordinal of the Book of Common Prayer.
(Canon IV.2.)
4. In exercising his ministry, Bishop Lawrence is required to “abide by the
promises and vows made when ordained,” to “safeguard the property and funds of
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the Church and Community,” and “exercise his … ministry in accordance with
applicable provisions of the Constitution and Canons of the Church and of the
Diocese….” (Canon IV.4.1(c), (e), (g).)
5. The ordination vow to guard the Discipline of the Church requires every
Bishop to obey and uphold the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church.
6. Canon I.17.8 of this Church provides that “Any person accepting any office in
this Church shall well and faithfully perform the duties of that office in accordance
with the Constitution and Canons of this Church and of the Diocese in which the
office is being exercised.”
FIRST ACT SHOWING ABANDONMENT

OF

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

7. Bishop Lawrence failed to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the
Church” by presiding over the 219th Convention of the Diocese of South Carolina on
October 10, 2010, at which the following acts were adopted, without ruling them out
of order or otherwise dissenting from their adoption, but instead speaking in
support of them in his formal address to the Convention.
a. The Convention adopted a first reading of Resolution R-6, which would
repeal Article I of the Constitution of the Diocese, providing:
The Church in the Diocese of South Carolina accedes to and adopts the
Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America and acknowledges this authority accordingly.
and which would replace it with the following:
The Church in the Diocese of South Carolina accedes to the Constitution
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. In the
event any provision of the Constitution of the General Convention of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America is inconsistent
with, or contradictory to, the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant
Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina, the Constitution and Canons of this
Diocese shall prevail.
Resolution R-6 would also amend Article VIII.1.A.2.e, Article VIII.1.B.2.e.,
Article X.1, and Article XI to remove other references in the Constitution of the
Diocese of South Carolina to acceding to the Canons of The Episcopal Church.
Resolution R-6 therefore contravened Article V, Section 1, of the Constitution of
The Episcopal Church, requiring every Diocese to make “an unqualified
accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church.”
b. The Convention adopted Resolution R-8, entitled “Removal of Accession to
the Canons of The Episcopal Church,” which removed all reference in the
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Canons of the Diocese of South Carolina to the Canons of The Episcopal Church,
as part of the same attempt to repeal the unqualified accession of the Diocese of
South Carolina to both the Constitution and the Canons of The Episcopal
Church.
c. The Convention adopted Resolution R-11, which directed the amendment
of the statement of purpose in the articles of incorporation of the nonprofit
corporation known as The Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of South
Carolina by deleting the following statement contained in the articles as
originally adopted on November 14, 1973:
F O U R T H : The purpose of the said proposed Corporation is to continue the
operation of an Episcopal Diocese under the Constitution and Canons of The
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America.
and replacing it with the following:
Fourth: The purpose of the said proposed Corporation is to continue
operation under the Constitution and Canons of The Protestant Episcopal
Church in the Diocese of South Carolina.
as part of the same attempt to repeal the unqualified accession of the Diocese of
South Carolina to the Constitution and Canons of The Episcopal Church.
8. Bishop Lawrence further failed to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline of
the Church” by presiding over the 220th Convention of the Diocese of South
Carolina on February 19, 2011, at which Resolution R-6 was finally adopted on the
second reading, without ruling it out of order or otherwise dissenting from its
adoption.
9. The failure of Bishop Lawrence to rule these resolutions out of order or
otherwise to dissent from their adoption, and in fact his endorsement of these
resolutions in his address to the 219th Convention of the Diocese of South Carolina,
violated his ordination vows to “conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of
The Episcopal Church” and to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church,”
as well as his duty to “well and faithfully perform the duties of [his] office in
accordance with the Constitution and Canons of this Church,” constituting
abandonment of The Episcopal Church by an open renunciation of the Discipline of
the Church.
SECOND ACT SHOWING ABANDONMENT

OF

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

10. On October 19, 2011, in his capacity as President of the nonprofit corporation
known as The Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of South Carolina,
Bishop Lawrence signed, executed, and filed with the Secretary of State of the State
of South Carolina certain Articles of Amendment, amending the corporate charter
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as stated in Resolution R-11, described in paragraph 7.c above. That amendment
deleted the original stated purpose of the corporation “to continue the operation of
an Episcopal Diocese under the Constitution and Canons of The Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America” and replaced it with the stated
purpose “to continue operation under the Constitution and Canons of The
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of South Carolina.”
11. Bishop Lawrence’s action in signing, executing, and filing of the Articles of
Amendment altering the stated purpose of the nonprofit corporation known as The
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of South Carolina contravened Article
V, Section 1, of the Constitution of The Episcopal Church, requiring every Diocese
to make “an unqualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church.”
12. Bishop Lawrence’s action in signing, executing, and filing of the Articles of
Amendment altering the stated purpose of the nonprofit corporation known as The
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of South Carolina violated his
ordination vows to “conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of The
Episcopal Church” and to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church,” as
well as his duty to “well and faithfully perform the duties of [his] office in
accordance with the Constitution and Canons of this Church,” constituting
abandonment of The Episcopal Church by an open renunciation of the Discipline of
the Church.
THIRD ACT SHOWING ABANDONMENT

OF

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

13. On about November 16, 2011, in an apparent effort to impair the trust
interest of The Episcopal Church and of the Diocese of South Carolina in church
property located in that Diocese, Bishop Lawrence directed his Chancellor, Wade H.
Logan, III, to issue quitclaim deeds to every parish of the Diocese of South Carolina
disclaiming any interest in the real estate held by or for the benefit of each parish.
14. Bishop Lawrence personally executed a number of such quitclaim deeds.
15. Bishop Lawrence’s action in directing the issuance of these quitclaim deeds in
an effort to impair the trust interest of The Episcopal Church and of the Diocese of
South Carolina in the affected real estate, and in personally executing such
quitclaim deeds, violated his ordination vows to “conform to the doctrine, discipline,
and worship of The Episcopal Church” and to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline
of the Church,” as well as his duties to “safeguard the property and funds of the
Church” and to “well and faithfully perform the duties of [his] office in accordance
with the Constitution and Canons of this Church,” constituting abandonment of The
Episcopal Church by an open renunciation of the Discipline of the Church.
W H E R E F O R E the Disciplinary Board for Bishops requests that the Presiding
Bishop record this Certificate and Statement and take such further action
concerning Bishop Mark J. Lawrence as may be required by the Constitution and
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Canons of The Episcopal Church.
Dated: September 18, 2012
___________________________________
(The Rt. Rev.) Dorsey F. Henderson, Jr., M.Div., J.D., D.D.
President
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